- 3 -
Document No. 15/XVI/041

	[image: r3b-s.jpg]
	INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO UNION
REGION 3
SIXTEENTH  REGIONAL  CONFERENCE
	[image: C:\Users\intl\Desktop\ORARI_Logo.gif]


12 – 16 October 2015	Bali, Indonesia

Document No. 15/XVI/041
Agenda Item: 10.1.20
[bookmark: recibido]
REPORT FROM NZART

A paper from the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters Incorporated (NZART) 

Introduction
This Report covers the activities in amateur radio in New Zealand over the last three years and updates the report presented at the 15th IARU Region 3 Conference, Ho Chi Minh City, 2012.
NZART Organisation & Activities
NZART organisation and activities have mostly remained unchanged since the 2012 report. All significant changes that have occurred are detailed below.
NZART Web page
The NZART web page is due for a complete replacement and modernisation. Negotiations with a commercial web design company are underway.
NZART Council Meetings
NZART council has traditionally had an ‘on air’ meeting once per month on 80 metres. Increasing urban QRM made the exchange of information extremely difficult for some Councillors so the decision was made in 2013 to change to Skype™. This has been a complete success. 
NZART also has normally met face to face bi-annually, once in February and again at our annual conference around May/June. With the success of the on-line meetings allowing free discussions, we have eliminated the February meeting with considerable cost savings.
The local experience with the on line meetings is such that NZART would not hesitate to recommend this method to other organisations.
NZART Membership
	Year 31 December
	Transmitting Members
	Non- Transmitting
	Overseas
Members
	Associates
/Branches
	Total Members

	2012
	1709
	18
	27
	21
	1775

	2013
	1830
	17
	41
	22
	1910

	2014
	1694
	16
	42
	19
	1771



[bookmark: _GoBack]Membership has been declining which is a cause for concern. The good news is that in the year to date we have had more examination passes (58) than in any of the previous five. This is largely due to the weekend courses being run, see below. New amateurs are of course the feedstock for membership
Training of New Amateurs
At branch level a group has developed a two day course using existing study material allowing passes in the examination at the end of a weekend course. Several other NZART branches have done the same with considerable success. 
Fine tuning and adoption of this course by NZART is underway. With our single class of licence and the success of the course NZART will probably not be pursuing a foundation licence style course in the foreseeable future.
Restructuring of the Frequency Management Technical Advisory Group (FMTAG)
In the past FMTAG carried out the function of band planning and engineering of most repeater licences in New Zealand. Over time the membership of the FMTAG had reduced to one.
The functions of FMTAG had been separated into two: frequency allocation, engineering and licencing of repeaters, beacons and fixed links. These are now carried out by the new Engineering and Licencing Group (ELG). This became established in early 2015 with a membership of three government Approved Radio Engineers (AREs), one remaining from FMTAG and the other being new appointments, who are all radio amateurs and NZART members. 
Band planning will be performed by a new Band Planning Group (BPG) which is in the process of being set up.
SOTA
New Zealand’s rugged terrain makes it ideal for Summits on the air activity. This year a team led by Warren Harris ZL2AJ has nearly completed the not insignificant task of checking and numbering the greater than 5000 eligible New Zealand SOTA peaks. SOTA is set to become a popular activity in locally.
Digital Mobile Radio & Emergency Communications
Lessons were learned from the devastating February 22nd 2011 earthquake in Christchurch that claimed 185 lives. One of these is that the internet will survive into the edges of a disaster area. This allows a well thought out network to survive to allow repeater linking to continue operation.
Amateur Radio Emergency Communications (AREC) has begun installation of a network of DMR repeaters around New Zealand with a combination of internet and direct linking. Equipment purchase has been funded through government grants. 
Recommendation
That Region 3 Societies note the triennial report from NZART and the present status of Amateur Radio in New Zealand.
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